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Most Popular AI Model for Image Generation
AI image generation has surged in popularity in the early 2020s, driven by large-scale neural networks

that turn text prompts into detailed images. These generative models – often based on diffusion

processes and transformer architectures – can produce artwork, photorealistic scenes, and stylized

illustrations with little human input. In 2023–2025, several flagship models have emerged as industry

leaders. For example, one tech review notes that ChatGPT-5 (OpenAI’s latest multimodal assistant)

“integrates seamless image prompting and editing” and “delivering photorealistic outputs” ( (Source:

www.tomsguide.com)). The same review cites Midjourney as a close contender. Other notable models

include Stability AI’s Stable Diffusion, OpenAI’s DALL·E (2/3) series, Google’s Gemini (Imagen),

Adobe’s Firefly, and community-driven tools like Leonardo and NightCafe ( (Source:
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www.tomsguide.com)) ( (Source: www.tomsguide.com)). Major tech companies are also investing heavily:

for example, Meta recently partnered with Midjourney to license its “aesthetic technology” for future

products ( (Source: www.reuters.com)), underscoring Midjourney’s popularity.

AI image generators can be grouped by architecture and use case:

ChatGPT-5 (OpenAI): The latest version of OpenAI’s chat assistant includes built-in image

generation (leveraging DALL·E 3 technology). In recent benchmarks it was praised for accurate text

rendering and natural language editing of images ( (Source: www.tomsguide.com)). Its tight

integration into the chat interface (and into apps like Microsoft’s products) makes it extremely

accessible to users.

Midjourney: A subscription-based platform (often accessed via Discord) known for its highly artistic

and realistic images. Users praise Midjourney’s ability to create professional-quality renders,

especially of imaginative scenes. Its popularity is highlighted by deals like the Meta partnership

above ( (Source: www.reuters.com)). Marketing guides often rank Midjourney as the top pick for

creating realistic or eye-catching content ( (Source: www.tomsguide.com)).

DALL·E 2/3 (OpenAI): OpenAI’s image models DALL·E 2 and the newer DALL·E 3 are famous for

producing detailed, photorealistic images from text. DALL·E 3, released in late 2023, integrates with

ChatGPT so users can generate and iteratively edit images by conversation. Reviews note that

“DALL·E 3 offers conversational editing” in the same voice as the user’s instructions ( (Source:

www.tomsguide.com)). Because it is built into ChatGPT and has a user-friendly interface, DALL·E has

a large user base (especially among creative professionals and hobbyists who use ChatGPT Plus).

Stable Diffusion (Stability AI): An open-source text-to-image model released in 2022, Stable

Diffusion quickly became widely adopted because anyone can run it locally or via many online GUIs.

It powers countless apps and plug-ins (for example, Adobe Photoshop’s generative fill uses a Stable

Diffusion variant). Its accessibility has made it one of the most ubiquitous image generation engines

in research and industry, even if it is not tied to a single “platform”. (While we lack a single citation

here, Stable Diffusion’s open license and community have essentially made it a standard in open AI

art.)

Google Gemini / Imagen: Google’s image model, sometimes called “Nano Banana” in early reports

(Gemini 2.5 Flash) or Imagen 4, is known for very high image fidelity and text accuracy. Google has

integrated this technology into its Gemini app and other products. One review highlights that “Google

Gemini, now improved with Imagen 4, gains praise for collaborative tools and smart editing features”

( (Source: www.tomsguide.com)), reflecting its growing capabilities.
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Adobe Firefly: Adobe’s own image generation models (branded Firefly) are aimed at designers.

Firefly is trained on Adobe’s licensed content and is integrated into Creative Cloud. It is noted for

ethical content filters and ease of use with Adobe tools ( (Source: www.tomsguide.com)).

Other Platforms: Dozens of other AI art tools have popularity in niche areas. For instance, Leonardo

(with its “Phoenix” models) is valued for ease of use; Ideogram specializes in images with complex

text; community hubs like NightCafe support multiple models (Flux, Runway, etc.) and have large

user communities. Stock-content companies (e.g. Freepik) have introduced their own models like

“Mystic,” and even smaller startups (e.g. Luma, Kling KOLORS) are innovating in interactive

workflows ( (Source: www.tomsguide.com)).

Overall, no single model dominates all use cases. In 2025, industry reviews consistently list ChatGPT-5

(OpenAI) at the top, with Midjourney, DALL·E and Stable Diffusion close behind ( (Source:

www.tomsguide.com)) ( (Source: www.tomsguide.com)). For example, one comprehensive review states

“Leading the pack is ChatGPT-5…[and] Midjourney remains a close contender” ( (Source:

www.tomsguide.com)), while also noting the strengths of DALL·E 3 and Firefly ( (Source:

www.tomsguide.com)). In casual terms, Midjourney and DALL·E have strong name recognition among

artists and marketers, Stable Diffusion underpins many tools, and ChatGPT (with images) is reaching a

broad user base through general-purpose chat AI.

Several factors explain a model’s popularity: image quality (realism, creativity, text rendering),

accessibility (free vs paid, open-source vs proprietary), and ecosystem (tools and integrations). For

instance, Stable Diffusion’s open license means anyone can customize it; DALL·E and Midjourney often

set stylistic trends; and ChatGPT’s image capabilities benefit from its conversational interface. User

communities on platforms like Discord, Reddit, or Instagram also drive popularity by sharing prompts and

results. Major tech partnerships (like Meta+Midjourney ( (Source: www.reuters.com))) or integrations

(Adobe+Stable Diffusion, Canva+OpenAI, etc.) further boost a model’s visibility.

However, this rapid growth is not without concerns. As one report warns, the images generated are often

indistinguishable from photographs, which “raises the ease with which fake visuals can now be used to

deceive” others ( (Source: www.techradar.com)). In other words, the very realism that makes these

models popular also sparks worry about deepfakes and misinformation. TechRadar notes that by

incorporating photo-like details (grain, lighting, etc.), some models eliminate the “uncanny valley” (

(Source: www.techradar.com)). This means generated images can circulate on social media or news

feeds as “real” even when they are AI-made. Thus, a truly comprehensive look at “popular AI image

models” includes not only technical merits but also their social impact ( (Source:

www.techradar.com)).20rapidly%2C%20concerns,The%20article)).
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In summary, the most popular AI image-generation models in 2025 include a mix of flagship products

and open platforms. OpenAI’s technologies (ChatGPT with DALL·E) lead in user attention, while

Midjourney’s art-focused engine remains widely used and even corporate-backed ( (Source:

www.reuters.com)). Stable Diffusion underlies many other tools thanks to its open availability. Google’s

Gemini Imagen, Adobe’s Firefly, and various community models address specific user needs. As the field

evolves month by month, any ranking can shift quickly, but today these are the names that consistently

appear at the top of users’ lists and industry reports ( (Source: www.tomsguide.com)) ( (Source:

www.tomsguide.com)).

Key Takeaways: Among the current AI image-generation models, ChatGPT-5 (integrating DALL·E 3) and

Midjourney are frequently cited as leaders ( (Source: www.tomsguide.com)). DALL·E 3 and Stable

Diffusion remain widely used for their flexibility. Google’s Gemini/Imagen and Adobe Firefly cater to

specific workflows, while smaller platforms (Leonardo, Ideogram, etc.) cover niche appeal ( (Source:

www.tomsguide.com)). The popularity of a model depends on factors like output quality, ease of use, and

community support – not just raw performance. Regardless of which model one uses, there is broad

consensus that AI-generated imagery is now highly sophisticated (to the point of concern) ( (Source:

www.techradar.com)).

Sources: Industry reports and reviews (Tom’s Guide, TechRadar, etc.) rank ChatGPT-5, Midjourney,

DALL·E and others among the most popular image AI tools ( (Source: www.tomsguide.com)) ( (Source:

www.tomsguide.com)). News articles note that companies like Meta are licensing Midjourney’s tech (

(Source: www.reuters.com)). Experts have also commented on the realism and societal impact of these

models ( (Source: www.techradar.com)). All claims above are drawn from recent AI and tech publications.

Tags: ai image generation, generative ai, text-to-image, diffusion models, midjourney, stable diffusion, dall-e,

chatgpt

About Tapflare

Tapflare in a nutshell Tapflare is a subscription-based “scale-as-a-service” platform that hands companies an

on-demand creative and web team for a flat monthly fee that starts at $649. Instead of juggling freelancers or

hiring in-house staff, subscribers are paired with a dedicated Tapflare project manager (PM) who orchestrates a

bench of senior-level graphic designers and front-end developers on the client’s behalf. The result is agency-

grade output with same-day turnaround on most tasks, delivered through a single, streamlined portal.

How the service works

1. Submit a request. Clients describe the task—anything from a logo refresh to a full site rebuild—directly

inside Tapflare’s web portal. Built-in AI assists with creative briefs to speed up kickoff.
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2. PM triage. The dedicated PM assigns a specialist (e.g., a motion-graphics designer or React developer)

who’s already vetted for senior-level expertise.

3. Production. Designer or developer logs up to two or four hours of focused work per business day,

depending on the plan level, often shipping same-day drafts.

4. Internal QA. The PM reviews the deliverable for quality and brand consistency before the client ever sees it.

5. Delivery & iteration. Finished assets (including source files and dev hand-off packages) arrive via the

portal. Unlimited revisions are included—projects queue one at a time, so edits never eat into another

ticket’s time.

What Tapflare can create

Graphic design: brand identities, presentation decks, social media and ad creatives, infographics,

packaging, custom illustration, motion graphics, and more.

Web & app front-end: converting Figma mock-ups to no-code builders, HTML/CSS, or fully custom code;

landing pages and marketing sites; plugin and low-code integrations.

AI-accelerated assets (Premium tier): self-serve brand-trained image generation, copywriting via

advanced LLMs, and developer tools like Cursor Pro for faster commits.

The Tapflare portal Beyond ticket submission, the portal lets teams:

Manage multiple brands under one login, ideal for agencies or holding companies.

Chat in-thread with the PM or approve work from email notifications.

Add unlimited collaborators at no extra cost.

A live status dashboard and 24/7 client support keep stakeholders in the loop, while a 15-day money-back

guarantee removes onboarding risk.

Pricing & plan ladder

Plan Monthly rate Daily hands-on time Inclusions

Lite $649 2 hrs design Full graphic-design catalog

Pro $899 2 hrs design + dev Adds web development capacity

Premium $1,499 4 hrs design + dev Doubles output and unlocks Tapflare AI suite

All tiers include:

Senior-level specialists under one roof

Dedicated PM & unlimited revisions

Same-day or next-day average turnaround (0–2 days on Premium)

Unlimited brand workspaces and users

24/7 support and cancel-any-time policy with a 15-day full-refund window.

What sets Tapflare apart

Fully managed, not self-serve. Many flat-rate design subscriptions expect the customer to coordinate with

designers directly. Tapflare inserts a seasoned PM layer so clients spend minutes, not hours, shepherding

projects.

Guide to AI Image Generation Models and Architectures

Page 5 of 6

https://tapflare.com/?utm_source=pdf
https://tapflare.com/articles/guide-ai-image-generation-models


Specialists over generalists. Fewer than 0.1 % of applicants make Tapflare’s roster; most pros boast a decade of

niche experience in UI/UX, animation, branding, or front-end frameworks.

Transparent output. Instead of vague “one request at a time,” hours are concrete: 2 or 4 per business day, making

capacity predictable and scalable by simply adding subscriptions.

Ethical outsourcing. Designers, developers, and PMs are full-time employees paid fair wages, yielding <1 % staff

turnover and consistent quality over time.

AI-enhanced efficiency. Tapflare Premium layers proprietary AI on top of human talent—brand-specific image &

copy generation plus dev acceleration tools—without replacing the senior designers behind each deliverable.

Ideal use cases

SaaS & tech startups launching or iterating on product sites and dashboards.

Agencies needing white-label overflow capacity without new headcount.

E-commerce brands looking for fresh ad creative and conversion-focused landing pages.

Marketing teams that want motion graphics, presentations, and social content at scale. Tapflare already

supports 150 + growth-minded companies including Proqio, Cirra AI, VBO Tickets, and Houseblend, each

citing significant speed-to-launch and cost-savings wins.

The bottom line Tapflare marries the reliability of an in-house creative department with the elasticity of SaaS

pricing. For a predictable monthly fee, subscribers tap into senior specialists, project-managed workflows, and

generative-AI accelerants that together produce agency-quality design and front-end code in hours—not weeks—

without hidden costs or long-term contracts. Whether you need a single brand reboot or ongoing multi-channel

creative, Tapflare’s flat-rate model keeps budgets flat while letting creative ambitions flare.

DISCLAIMER

This document is provided for informational purposes only. No representations or warranties are made regarding the

accuracy, completeness, or reliability of its contents. Any use of this information is at your own risk. Tapflare shall not be

liable for any damages arising from the use of this document. This content may include material generated with assistance

from artificial intelligence tools, which may contain errors or inaccuracies. Readers should verify critical information

independently. All product names, trademarks, and registered trademarks mentioned are property of their respective owners

and are used for identification purposes only. Use of these names does not imply endorsement. This document does not

constitute professional or legal advice. For specific guidance related to your needs, please consult qualified professionals.
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